have prori.moed ohange of varying déauo whilo in

,poan cultm and aysf.euﬁ ot vcv.i»lo”ntal m.l.o.‘ |

' patte s of Zuropeen cultura. This ugain has been due largely to the aife

within oach aooiety. In t 118 1nvaatﬁgation. tho attempt has 'bhon na e,




; : ;
of porsonal aubjeotivity 1n evaluating such elaunnts /s oomparative dOgrees or
J

intenaitias of change. Nevertheloss, the judgmants oonxainad 1n this annlysis.n .

aEaL R ‘fm»,

bqsed a8 they are on 1ntensive obpervation and, to some extent, on participa—
'»“‘tion, are held to present “ valid descrlption and oxulanation of tha difter-

enees now existing betreen thoae two oeoples. uherever there haﬂ boen reaaon- :

('precontaot oultures have been ad judped approximately/b,ual.

Tho eomparative degreea of ratontion, zecoptance, reinterpretation, and
. v ‘/\, P ’-':.' f")

- aynoretiam,:that is, ‘the differentin] ucculturation, within each a5pect of the

'voulturo of the Ahafc-Aahanti and the lnuonin—A:ni may now bo sunmurized.

oulture a9 thOJ have beon preeented to them and .8 they nave ¢uv.@ uithin the bud-
get of the inaividuxl. Ho:ds and‘trnus,ort tion nre tho most hi; hlj nrizad of
these 1nnovst10ne. A
fhera has Loeon a gre\t revolutiun in the economic 1ife of both shefo and

Indeni*, but cortain di fferences botzeen tho oo grouy.e indioate that neoul-
f‘<turation hae been grecter in degroo 1E0ng the Aghanti then umong the Agni, ul—
.kthough this deses not apply to all the traits -ithin tho comnlev | Busioally, |
or courze, thero has boon a complete accentunco of the luttorns of cush crog
ﬁrodnotion. In both renione, dubeiatenoo npriculturo has been rolegdtog teua
roaition of secondury importance, “ut otill it remains basic in the sense that
both rogions could subsist 1f 1heir e¢nah orov ;roduction were ramoved.

,. Boyond thcso basic oconomic ﬁinilr 1tiec, hoxnver, Lho nharo-Aahenti hava
vcreutod 1 more diversixied pattern of production thon tho In&enio-Agni and 1n
this rospect thev show o greataer deuroe of ct.n W
Family.labor 8till providen thu bulk of tho vork yo‘fornod on most amnll- |

3cnle ferms in both urens, st tho Indonlo hnva turnod in « allghtly greuter

denroe to the use of hired, mig rutorJ Lavor in the inmediate vioinity of the
Approved For Release CIA- RDP83 00423R000200730002 7.
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- town of Abengourou, Ivory Coast, a situation suugesting tendanay toward
grooter chenge in an urban area thén in the rurul areas either of Indenie or
of Ahafo, in the Ivory CDaet and Gild Coast reapcctively.

The increuse in the prices of 1und uné the exteneion of precontact tributo
payments to chiefs in uhufo may bo intarpretod both ua a change toward the Turo-
“pean patterns under nritiSH rule md =8 t roflection of the dininutton of the
prestige of the chief under french mle in Indenio, vhere the cost of 1and
has not increcsed gna tho fd;b&ﬂt éi trituto on the Lroduco ot the land 1! al-
most'antirélj‘iqnéred. j \ u | |

thile tho markotins of iho cash crou has baen ploced entirely undor'bhn
eontrol of “uropean firms in both countxiﬂu, and, more rocently. under the di-
rection of & governmant agency in the Cold Coant, a few tndividual Aharo have'
had creater succoss cdapting vhom3917uu t.: ¢hilns systam Bhan have any feni. A8
brunch manarers of trading éOhgaﬂi%J. gore ~hoaCo have been ahle to exploit,the
greater degrea of formal eduontion?thoy enjoy, whoreas no Agni in Indenie have
- attained =2 position higher than th%t of .ionduce huyor for ‘uropean mahaga:a.

One other evidence of sreater asha#ti acculturation in this patternm 1é‘thé‘oocoa
producers'fooperative, -hich is - ;teudily oxponding orgunizationvih”ﬁhéto.

and vhich 15 no. bo. imnlnz to sxtond 1tself into the rleld of conswmers! co=

i

operatign,
\ Moneylonding‘hns aleo bocumclrmro specialized in Ahafo thun iﬁ'Tndehia.
~ there the shefo turn to profession%l ﬁqneylanders, cocon prq§u¢h_buyors,¥nnd
the coopceratives for lonns, the Ag%i 3t1ll depent morc largely upon waalthy,
olderly uciuaintuncos o¥ u:on memb;rs of the kin group for advances of money.
fhe procontuct pattorn of the yavning of erops, that is, the rledge of a pro-
portion of the produce of the lnndL tt1ll obtaino in both distriets; but under

the aegla of tho'novorﬁmont cooperitive in shafo, this pruotiab 1s boing in-
eroaningly AppravediFornRelpaser: GIA-RDRAGXMM2IRN00200280002-71¢
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appears that both rrouns are er»erﬂcncing in ebout tho some dagree 8 leggoning
of lineage solidarity in the suiyort of mombers who becorme indebted boyond their
~ability to repay.

The syetem of distributing geods in tho'villages still takes the form of
the market in whiqh_w&mén entrepreﬁeurs scll thelr wares andhmaintuin an inde-
vendent income. Oee of the churacéeristics of the urban dwellers in Abengourou
has been the dis;lacement of Agni women by non-"¢ni in the market, the former
finding tho production of ensh croﬁs‘more luerative snd selling in the market
too demeaning. If this is - nmark er the\grentor acoulturation of Agni women,
it 18 offsot hy the dosree to whicﬁ ihnfo men havn entered into the syaten of
distribution through the ogeration?of truding stores, n enteornrise vhich has
hot been adopted to any axtent by #gni en.

fﬁ nany resyects, the 1£ems en nhiohemvnyy i= ex,endod_in both ~hsafo and
Indenie =rc the i, Auro;eankzoogc, cerv-oni -l ex;on:iturea, and hosaitality
toking luege rrorertions of tho bu;;ets. Invostaent in land seems to bo ocually
populsr in both regionn,[but it n;ﬁnu73_t°wt vestacnt in such caplital goods
as heusing - which is -1lso = prontiwe comiodity - ond tronsyortation is at a
hicher peck in <hafo than in Indnnie. hose estinebos may beo intorpretod us
an indioation of pronter aghanen - ~mgnr tha shafo. One other f.etor which per-
ticularly omnhrui,oa shoe oliuic~l nd educatiochal differcnces of tha two
areas i the self-imnosition of sgeci:ﬂ, aonoblicatory taxes by the shafo-

 Ashanti in order to 1mplennnt self;initiuted<‘lane for the censtruqtion of
gchools, ronds, and sunitory fueilities. owuch jovers of initistion are not
pormitted tho emni hv the French rllera, snd littlo loenl agitatioﬁ for such

projects is to Ua obhscrved, “lthough it is founa on the lovel of the national

political rertias, nono of ~hich ig strong in Indenio.

One Tin L. pattern of bhoth ucbnomic and goeind organicstion which oxhidbits

Approved For Releaseg : CIA-RDP83-00423R000200730002-7
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a marked tondenoy to acocert nn element or European oulture among the Ahafo 1:

that of inheritanco, hile the ﬂshanti debate vith some vicor the ndvisability

of inheritance nlong the lines of tha 1mmed1ate family - that 13. 1nheritanoe
by the mnrriage partnar ~nd the children, espeoially the aons or the rather -

the Agni do not yet con.ider~this an isaua, Indeed, narriage in the ohuroh is

opposed on thc grounds thut one of its reguiremonts 13 the Luroyean type of in-
heritanoe at tho doath of ono of the ezousas. Aharo men deolare their dosiro
- to educate their sons »nd fing the finnncial obligations to both nephewa “nd- ";
sons too heavy to bear. The eolution they ure discuasing 18 that of the -
patrilino 1 rather than the ;reoontaot matrilineal syutem ot 1nher1tanoe. y

5§

Thus, +hile thu chonging patternf of economic organization reveal the im-

paet of luropean civilizution, the: iniluonco of the coverning countrins has beon
rnoro extonsive “mon;: the ahofo-, zhﬂnti than among the Indenio-igni., , 7
\ i :

This onalyele ghows that tbfre is iittle chunge in tho formal Jtructuro

of the lineu;e gystom, in the yut’«xnk of marrisge und the operations of the

family, or in w08 concoraing uirth aund childhoou, uolations between indi-
| viduels vithin t a90 conplacon thO altercd, howevor, in a nanner hhich re-
‘ sﬁricts the .uthority of tho oldexag znd which permits preuter indeﬂendent &0=

tion by the youns. |

Zhe preatost chnnge in the asrect of soclul orgeni&ation 13 tot:e>disoovorod

N in educution. It hay buon ahown that the Juropean 1nnovntion of the school
| has not only beaome a uo ‘ttorn iu tho 8o0iul life of the leoelo‘bﬁt has alao
beoomo u euuse of chrngeas In -1l thp uspocts of both cultures. That it has ﬁad
grontef force nhd offect .nd vdder rnmificntions in Ahafo than in Indenio is
cloar, lot the le.wt of theso has boon the attitude of the two Jeolalea toward
formel oducition as a woiua - Ltse;r. Tho Ahnfo huve eomo greatly to dontre
1t for thomeelves and their child:aﬁ, while only a feu Agni exprosa onthusisan

for 1t. » conoomitant rtﬁea du‘fo tinl dovolo; mont‘*h t
> * Approved For Release - CIA-RDP83- 00423R00 5’6’8‘}36‘60&‘?"‘”“"
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between tho points of view of tho t-o peoplea on natters sffeeting the inte-
gration of the 1ooal life with that of the entire country. hhile the uwareness
of the Gold Comst as rn ontity s nét yot widesyread emong ull groups in »naro.
1t has progressed mnch further therg than in Indenio, where the relativo lack |
- of schooling haa comdbined with 1nvoivement in a loeal political disputo to |
o create 4 parochial ﬁttitudo toward tho larger rolitical life of the Ivory
vOOast. _

Alao 1nfluenced by this fuotor of schooling has been the emergence of new

crtteria for ahufiyg class differantiation or putterns of wsocial intercourse.

i Tho precontact :division of soclety 1nto royal and cormmon ctrata still obtaina

in both reglons, but the Leowle of nhafo ro more critical of thia Inatitution
than apra these of Indenic. iealth ‘nd foranl educution are today the critaria
tor the delinention of clasa which have t: ken 1ho ploce of linoe of descent in
Ahafo., To bo sure, the 1ines betuugn clusios :re not s shar,ly drawn as
formerly, but the puttnin 1s_emcrgigg, ame to o dogree rrouter than in Indento,
; whéru ﬁho proportion of versorns vith uro.gan ducction ia 5nulier.
| Differances in go&ornmental ;élicy snd in tho intengity of education have
alao worked to offect differonces ih the jolitic:l organizution of the ﬁ:yo
. : . . . @
peoplua. In botn, tho uuﬁholibj 01 culefls .nd elders has dininishod. In
Ahafo, it has been xppreciuhly dile lacnd in locel rovernment by tho attﬁinment
of commoners to loaitiona of rols tIVe prouinence in sovernment afrnirs.

The 1saueq of polities on ¢ nation 1 se ‘le, involving the support of and
membershiy in nationnlly orgxni;od noliticfl vartios, have also been different~
ly met in the tuwo regions, hore: s uhw Indonice,.rni have withdravn into a
narrover fiecld of 1ntoruat in Lhoir;nvn intcrﬁul volitical situation undyhévo
rison to £h0>d0fonso of thu institu;iuu of the chi-ftalnship os a symbol ofﬂ
théir tribal intugrity, nost o 1,1i Jwne tha shnfo-;shunti Luky nntionnlv
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politienl activity, which aims toward the estnblishment ot selr-gpvernmant 1n

the Gold Coast, us a mujor <011tical interest.

ey L *I Lo

The tonacity of the nutoohthonous religione is evidenced among both the  '
Ahafo and the Aeni by the reintcrnrotations of Christion thGOIOgy 88 well an j )
by the outright retontion of many nspects of the precontact bellef.‘ A gronter
degroe of change 15 nevertholese tb be round among the Agni 1n.mattors of pub- ;»

.....

lic¢ ritucl observrnces for the podp. The ebsence of public ritea ln Abcnspuron,"

and their diminishing frequency 1n ather parts of Indenie, 15 in shurp oontrassv L

to their rrosence in Ahafo, Private rituals involving the soul are also held

S
less fre;uently then in formerx times 1n=both areas, Usages eoneerning death,

burinl, und tho funersl have qhown much rreater resistance to change and. iny
doced, have boon oxtended into the Christinn festivuls of Christmns‘and Eestur,
givingvboth of theso thu overtonsa of u Iunerul observance for members of the
linongs who have dlaed auring the p?st yorve ihile the cerenony of Christien

bartism has found aceeptnneo Hmongibcth hoafo and Agni qualified under church
law to receive i:, the coneceyt of eho murringo'ea u eacrcd institution has

not beon a0 readily tsken uver, lﬁia is espueially 80 because of the th;ee‘]

tian oroseri-tion of | lyrmumy, :nieh continues to be a soelal ideal apd a

prestige fuctor fur the prout majority of tho ifricans in these two regions,

The toleronce of o foreipn boliof—eytem and ritual which is evorywhére‘u chnree-
teristic of the rellipglous belliofs of non--uropenns continues to distinguiah | L
African Christiunity froa its eVHnyelistio ‘uropean variety, though thia toleranca
is nlso L0 bo t ough of as riainp out of the personal relations existing bo-
tweon paamnernnd mast Christians 19 both areas,

In swunery, thia sndysin hné shown that differcnt dogrecs of va?iabiii- :
ty in nttorns of living havo urinen among two eoplos, vhose pregontact cul-
turen worc ldentifled with aveh otﬂor;.undur Aiffering oonditions of contact

with urcponn zoointiou. In ponorul howover, it ia nbunnantl clesr t hat the
Approved For Release CIA RDP33- 00423R000200730002-7
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Rritish system of colonial admini'stration by indirect rulo, mnlezwnted as it

fornﬂl cducation both in its mmerieal in-

clusiveness cnd in its durution, has creuted « situstion in whieh zecculturo-

|
thoroughly than it has under the French

policies of direct rule »nd assimilation.
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